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What causes homelessness? 
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When Housing is Out of Reach: Now more than at 
any other time, there is a lack of housing that low-
income people can afford. Without housing 
options, people face eviction, instability and 
homelessness.
Income and Housing Affordability: Low-income 
households often do not earn enough to pay for 
food, clothing, transportation and a place they can 
call home.

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 

While many socioeconomic factors can cause a community 
member to experience homelessness (or to stay houseless), 

lack of affordable and accessible housing is the single greatest 
driver of homelessness.



2020 Affordable Housing Shortages
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2019 Housing Data 
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Who is most at risk? 
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• Those with economic challenges (2019 43% of ELI* households)
• Ex: COVID-19 economic impacts, 2018 earthquake

• Elders and seniors: (2019 21% of ELI* households) 
• Since 2008, Alaska is the # 1 state in the nation for per-capita 65+ senior growth
• 17% of Anchorage’s population is 60+ (increase expected through at least 2035)
• Anchorage and Matsu house over half of the 60+ population in the state

• Those living with disabilities: (23% of ELI* households)
• Lack of ADA compliant housing
• Two year plus wait list for those experiencing disabilities and elders
• Rent to income ratio for those with a fixed income 

• Reentry community members: 
• Formerly incarcerated people are almost 10 times more likely to be homeless 

than the general public*
• Anchorage Reentry Coalition’s recent survey shows 65.8% of reentrants are 

unsure (or do not have) a place to live upon release 

*https://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/housing.html

Thank you : 
• Access Alaska
• Alaska Housing Finance Corporation 
• Anchorage Reentry Coalition
• Disability Law Center of Alaska 

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 

*ELI: Extremely Low Income

about:blank


Point in Time (PIT) Count
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Flat is a success!
Other west coast cities are experiencing a drastic rise in homelessness, particularly unsheltered homelessness: 

• Los Angeles- 14% increase from 2019 to 2020, 16% total increase from 2018 to 2019
• San Francisco- 17% total increase from 2017 to 2019 (only conducts PIT every other year) 
• Seattle- 5% increase since 2019 (almost 50% of their population is unsheltered)
• Portland- 21% unsheltered increase from 2017 to 2019 (only conducts PIT every other year) 
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PIT is the number of people experiencing 
homelessness on one night in January in Anchorage



Year-round data 
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People Experiencing 
Homelessness in Anchorage

Youth & 
Young Adults

Families Veterans Adults Total

Total served in 2018
Active clients in HMIS
Jan 2018 - Dec 2018

1043
1958 

people
519 4852 7763

Total served in 2019
Active clients in HMIS
Jan 2019 - Dec 2019

1176
2117 

people
422 4621 7901

 7901 unique individuals were served by data 
sharing partners in 2019. 

 Throughout the year, only 55 (winter) - 250
(summer) of those individuals experienced 
unsheltered homelessness. 

Services work!

7600 people were 
kept off the streets 

in Anchorage in 
2019. 

Total number of people served for the year.
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Progress Made:
• Established partnerships with local government, philanthropy and the business community 

to increase accountability, return on investment and reduce system inefficiencies  
• Increased capacity for supportive housing options including several national projects 
• Deepening community and public engagement with ACEH
• Building infrastructure for single point of entry and data management

Anchored Home

Anchored Home is the 
community plan to 
solve homelessness-
launched in late 2018.



Building a Continuum to Solve 
Homelessness 
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Higher need/intensityLower acuity/intensity

ACEH’s goal is to connect a full continuum of evidence-based, cost-
effective interventions to make homelessness rare, brief and one time. 

We call this the Homeless Prevention and Response System.

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



2020 Gap Analysis for Anchorage
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This data accounts for new funded projects coming online and 
COVID-19 impacts to the shelter system as of June 2020. 

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



Addressing unmeasured gaps
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For some interventions, we do not yet have coordinated data to 
quantify gaps. For these interventions, gaps are explained 

qualitatively.

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



2021 Community Priorities

12

Priority 1: Permanent Supportive Housing, Shelter, and Rapid Rehousing for 
Single Adults

• Single adult homelessness continues to be the largest area of need, and this gap 
between demand and capacity is projected to grow. This need can best be addressed 
by a combination of shelter (or shelter alternatives), Rapid Rehousing, and Permanent 
Supportive Housing for adults.

Priority 2: Prevention, Resource and Referral, and Outreach; Shelter and Rapid 
Rehousing for Families and Youth & Transition Aged Youth (TAY)

• Preventing or immediately addressing new inflow into homelessness is a significant 
need particularly during COVID-19. Additionally, increased capacity for shelter and 
rapid rehousing for families and youth & TAY is necessary to adjust to the economic 
impacts of COVID-19 and prevent intergenerational homelessness. 

Priority 3: Diversion; Transitional Housing for all populations; Permanent 
Supportive Housing for Families & Youth; Housing Interventions for Veterans

• Other interventions have proven effective for specific subpopulations and should be 
scaled up to meet demand. 
Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



Projected impacts of COVID-19
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Local Insights: 
• According to a weekly survey by the Census, 1 in 4 adults in Alaska either missed their last housing 

payment or have little-to-no confidence of being able to make next month’s housing payment. 

• The United Way 2-1-1 operators received 8,420 calls from Alaskans seeking assistance related to either 
housing, utility assistance, or food assistance in the month of June 2020 alone. That amount of calls in a 
single month represents nearly half of the total call amount for the entire 2019 calendar year.

• Anchorage Economic Development Corporation (AEDC)predicts that Anchorage will lose 11k jobs in 2020

Community Solutions (Built for Zero)
• Dr. Brendan O’Flaherty, a professor of economics at Columbia University, projects an increase in 

homelessness by 40-45% this year over January 2019, an addition of nearly 250,000 people, if 
homelessness follows unemployment the way that it has done so in the earlier part of this century.

• Using data on homelessness and unemployment from 2007 to 2009, it found that for every 1% increase 
in the unemployment rate, homelessness per 10,000 people increased by 0.65.

National Low-Income Housing Coalition
• “Even before the COVID-19 public health and economic crises, nearly eight million extremely low-

income renter households were spending more than half of their incomes on their housing, leaving 
them no ability to save for a future emergency and putting them just one financial shock away from 
housing instability.”

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



Key Takeaways 
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• Homelessness is a community problem that negatively impacts all of us

• Single adult homelessness has been increasing in Alaska since 2007- the 
inflow is greater than service capacity (outflow) 

• Anchorage has maintained stable numbers- the initiatives that have 
increased capacity for youth, family and veteran services have offset the 
increase in single adult homelessness

• There are evidence based and cost-effective solutions used around the world 
to address homelessness successfully- we have many in place in Anchorage 
but do not have enough services and enough affordable housing

• Anchorage will best meet current and COVID-19 related projected needs by 
enhancing our Homeless Prevention and Response System via: housing 
solutions (rapid rehousing and supportive housing), emergency shelter and 
related services (day engagement and resource connectivity) and increasing 
our prevention and diversion services

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



What can we do? 
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• Address the existing gaps in the existing Homeless Prevention and 
Response System

• Direct funding, policy and new initiatives to the evidence based and cost 
effective services that work

• Partner with those with lived experience and front-line providers to create 
better efficiencies and outcomes

• Partner with the public in education and advocacy- homelessness impacts 
every resident of Anchorage!

• Prepare for the next 24 months as the economic impacts of COVID-19 
unfold

• Partner across historic silos to engage and innovate. One easy example is to 
work better with landlords to address occupancy rates, evictions and other 
upcoming changes

• Advocate for the necessary food stability, economic support and housing 
supports in the coming months

• Identify and educate partners and stakeholders on the changing face of 
homelessness- the months ahead will look very different

Provide dynamic leadership to unite Anchorage in making homelessness rare, brief and one-time. 



Interested in more info?
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Jasmine Boyle
Anchorage Coalition to End Homelessness
jboyle@anchoragehomeless.org

mailto:jboyle@anchoragehomelessness.org
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